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Abstract

An investigation of lexical features in the writing of
‘Dicto-comps’ and ‘Summaries’

Shin, Dongkwang

Previous research has shown that writing may overload working memory
compared with listening and reading. Those studies, however, have failed to
statistically distinguish the difference between listening and reading in terms
of the load of working memory. By analyzing writing products of
‘Dicto-comps (input through listening) and ‘Summaries (input through
reading), it was examined as to how many of the words in the original text
used in the source of input could be transferred to writing. For the study, 50
college students participated in two types of writin tasks. The results of the
study were different from the initial hypothesis that fewer words would be
recalled in the summarizing task in comparison to the dicto-comp task. It
was statistically proved that the dicto—comp tasks had helped the learners to
more easily transfer the lexical items that they had heard in the input to
their writing products. These results imply that reading may overload
working memory more than listening. That is, decoding letters can be

expected to be an extra cognitive burden when reading. Additional analysis

- DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15755/j£5.2018.46.39
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for wvariables, such as, ‘similarity of adjacent sentence syntax,‘age of
acquisition for content words, ‘familiarity for content words, and
‘Coh-Metrix L2 readabiliy’ were found to have significant effects on the
recall of vocabulary when summarizing for the original text read.
Consequently, the results of this study suggest some pedagogical

implications (e.g., measuring L2's productive vocabulary knowledge).
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READING
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Paul hated school. He did not do his homework. He did not like his teachers.
Part 1 Paul’s father did not know what to do with him and his teachers did not know
either.

Paul had little time left for his studies. So he was always in frouble with his

Part 2 teachers. Finally, Pauls' teachers complained again to his father.
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20 Uigole Fo4
21 Flesch Reading Ease
o] &/ 53 A 22 Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level
23 Coh-Metrix L2 Readability
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L-Token 50 2100 490.0 3138 52.0

L24 50 186.0 461.0 290.4/313.8 50.0

Dicto—comp L25 50 85.6 97.3 92.5/100 2.8

L26 50 78.0 59.0 117.5/419 174

L27 50 186 380 28.1/100 41

R-Token 50 195.0 502.0 306.6 50.6

R24 50 182.0 462.0 278.4/306.6 46.8

Summary R25 50 80.6 6.7 90.7/100 34

R26 50 69.0 144.0 101.3/400 14.8

R27 50 17.3 36.0 25.3/100 3.7

FEF(EEY) 50
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ARIAE B WSS AR 2 - 49 ARASFE HATE B ATo)A
FEAT AbElgE 50 oR, ATFRe] AtgolY] wiite] Be WMEE FAss
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¥ 8
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R20 =277 27 -.386 -.381 705

R23 -.738 245 -5.308 -3.006 .005
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